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Salt Lake Ci

 Garfield Elementary:

Debate continues about -
tearing it down, creating
police precinct or homes

By HEATHER MAy
The Salt Lake Tribune

Salt Lake City is buying a

historic elementary school in
Sugar. House with the idea of
razing it and building an east-
side police precinct. :

But knowing the plan might

meet resistance — a historic

preservationist and a tenant al-

ready object — city officials in- -

sist they don’t have a final pro--
~posal-for Garfield-Elementary;
1830'S. 1500 East. -

“I have concerns whether

that would work for a precinct,”
said Councilman Dave Buhler,

who nevertheless agreed to the -

purchase. “I would want to hear

from the neighborhood to see if

that really fits. On the other
hand, I don’t have another loca-
tion for the east-side precinct.”
‘'While the $2.13 million pur-
chase isn’t final, the school

“board OK’d the sale this week.

John Spencer, the city’s

_property manager, said he’s

been scouring the east side for at
least 3.5 acres to build a police
station that possibly could be
combined with a fire station.
Garfield provides 4.6 acres. -

“Our primary intent was to

buy it for the land,” he said.

While there’s talk about
turning Garfield into a commu-
nity center or keeping it as a
school, Spencer said that’s not
the goal.

“This isn’t going to be done
behind closed doors,™ he said,

adding that any new building

Merinpa Hom-WiLriams/The Salt Lake Tribune

Salt Lake City is buying the old Garfield School building near Sugar
House with the intent of building a police precinct in its place.

would fit into the neighborhood.

“We hope in the end the purpose -

is to serve the community bet-
ter. The community won’t no-
tice a big change.”

Buhler and the police de-
partment have been pushing for

an east-side precinct since the -

west side recently gained one.
The couneil is considering ask-
ing voters to bond for the sta-
tion, along with other public

safety projects. Such a bond

would total roughly $150

million.
Mayor Rocky Anderson —

whose police chief asked for the -

election — now wants the coun-
cil to hold off because he doesn’t
want to jeopardize a potential
$890 million county-wide bond
election to build four TRAX
lines.

Spencer noted a private de-
veloper could, after a zoning
change, convert the Garfield
property into 23 homes. That, he
said, would affect the

| residential neighborhood more

buys hlstonc school
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But there was another ap-
tion. The Visual Art Institute,
which has held after- scheol
classes at Garfield for 20 years
wanted to buy the school and
expand’ into adult-education
classes. It didn’t get a chanceto

.make a bid.

Bruce Robertson, the art in-
stitute’s executive director, said
he was working with Westmin-
ster- College. Raising $2.2 mil-
lion “wouldn’t have been -a
problem.”

"He hopes the city opts to sell
Garfield — a possibility Buhler
has raised. Robertson said an
arts institute would help the
neighborhood and alleviate the
need for a precinct. ;

“When you provide [chﬂ
dren] ‘with constructive, posi-
tive things to do with their idle
time, they don’t get into as much
trouble.” - )

But Robertson said he, too,
would probably tear down Gar-
field. It was built in 1921 and
may have asbestos.
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Westminster to sell Garfield
School to Flizabeth Academy

Education » The

“school will be used to
train teachers, explore
educational progra.ms

By BENJAMIN WQOD =4
' The Salt Lake Tribune

The Garfield School is

changing hands again, with

. Westminster College an-
- ‘nouncing the sale of the

property on Wednesday to
Elizabeth Academy, a pri-
vate Montessori school based

in Salt Lake County.

The campus, which will
be renamed the Garfield Lab
School, will be structured as
alaboratory setting to train
teachers and explore innova-
tive educational programs, ac-
cording to the announcement.

In a prepared statement,
Elizabeth Academy head of
school Jennifer Spikner said
the laboratory and Montes-
sori format will nurture chil-
© dren’snatural curiosity and
help students develop a love

of learning.

hands-on skills, students de-
velop independence; critical

thinking and problem-solv-
mg skﬂls as well asa strong

work ethic;” Spikner said, “all

skills that will help them be
s-uccessful throughout their

lives. »

‘The Garfield School, locat-
ed at 1838 S. 1500 East, was
built in 1921 and operated

within Salt Lake City School
"District until 1970.

The property was pur-
chased by Salt Lake City in
2006 and later sold to West-
minster College for $2.2 mil-

lion. Westminster planned
: ~touseitasanextensionof its
- “Through their work with .

‘campus on 1300 East, but the

“space remained emptyand in

need of renovation and repair.
- Westminster College Pres-
ident Stephen Morgan saidin

WestmmsterCollegemllsellGarﬁeldElementarySdioolat
.1838 S. 1500 East in Salt Lake City to Elizabeth Academy. -
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astatement that the school is
excited to work with Eliza-
beth Academy on its purchase
of the Garfield property.

“We have always wanted
to be very thoughtful and

deliberate with the use of

Garfield,” he said, “and after

" many studies and proposals,

we determined the build-
ing would best be utilized by
Elizabeth Academy.”
Ehzabeth Academy -
launched in 2009, offering - -
early childhood education as
well as elementary and nnd-

dle school programmmg.
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